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chapel and mosque are built of massive blocks of granite
The chapel, which is modern, replaces one whose history
goes back perhaps even further than that of the monastery
in the valley. The ground round about is strewn with finely
hewn stones, bits of marble, and traces of Byzantine carving
the remains of the first chapel. Many sculptured stones from
this early building have been built into the walls of the
piesent chapel.

I was asked to sign a vellum visitors' book which is kept in
the little vestibule of the chapel. The last visitor, I noticed
was here about two months before, and nearly everyone
who has signed this book boasts about the time he took in
ascending the mountain. Two hours is supposed to be good
going.

The chapel is adorned by a series of vividly coloured Old
Testament scenes which arc not yet finished. We saw the
monk's paint-pots and brushes in a corner of the church.
To the right side of the altar a portion of the bare rock has
been left exposed, as in the Mosque of the Dome of the Rock
in Jerusalem, and this rock is the place sanctified by tradition
as that on which the Commandments were given to Moses.
The first chapel on Mount Sinai was built over this rock
centuries ago, and the bones of St. Catherine were brought
to it from the neighbouring mountain and kept for many
years.

The monk lighted a taper on the altar, and it remained
burning while we were on the mountain. On the other side
of the chapel is a low cavern in the open air, large enough
to take a human body; it is said to be the place where Moses
covered his face from the glory of God.

I do not know whether monks have ever lived up on the
summit of Mount Sinai, or whether they used to climb up
with the pilgrims and unlock the church as they do to-day.
There was a tradition that if anyone slept on the mountain he
would be disturbed and driven down by unearthly rumblings.
One of the earliest references to the holy sites of Sinai
is the travel journal of a woman who made a pilgrimage
there nearly a hundred years before the monastery was built
She was a pious Spanish nun named Etheria, and she is
believed to have set out about the year 460 A.D. to identify